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Friday, 21st of October 2022

13:00–13:30 Coffee
13:30–13:45 Diana Stein (London), Mirko Novák (Bern)

Welcome Address and Introduction
13:45–14:30 Jason Ur (Cambridge)

Landscape Archaeology: Settlement and Migration Patterns
14:30–15:15 Regine Pruzsinszky (Freiburg)

A Look at the Formational Period of Mittani from Tikunanu in Upper Mesopotamia
15:15–15:45 Coffee Break
15:45–16:30 Stefano De Martino (Turin)

Mittani as Great Power
16:30–17:15 Andrea Trameri (Leiden)

Mittani and Kizzuwatna: the Balance of Power in 15th c.
17:15–18:00 Stefan Jakob (Heidelberg)

The Rise of Assyria and the Mittanian Heritage
18:00–18:30 Discussion
18:45–19:30 SGOA General Assembly (for SGOA members only)
20:00 Dinner (Restaurant Beaulieu, Erlachstrasse 3, 3012 Bern)

Saturday, 22nd of October 2022

09:00–09:45 Brigitte Lion (Lille)
Economy, and Subsistence Strategies 

09:45–10:30 Eva von Dassow (Minneapolis)
State and Society

10:30–11:15 Daniel Schwemer (Würzburg)
Ritual and Religion

11:15–11:45 Discussion
11:45–13:00 Lunch (Migros Restaurant, Zähringerstrasse 43, 3012 Bern)
13:00–13:45 Dominik Bonatz (Berlin)

Art I: Monumental Art
13:45–14:30 Marian Feldman (Baltimore)

Art II: Minor Arts (Luxury Industry)
14:30–15:15 Diana Stein (London)

Art III: Glyptics
15:15–15:45 Discussion
15:45–16:15 Coffee Break
16:15–17:00 Hannah Mönninghoff, Mirko Novák (Bern)

Architecture I: Palaces and Temples
17:00–17:45 Adelheid Otto (Munich)

Architecture II: Houses
17:45–18:15 Discussion
20:00 Dinner (Kornhauskeller Restaurant, Kornhausplatz 18, 3011 Bern)

Moderation: Silvana Hunger

Moderation: Sebastian Borkowski  

Moderation: Joëlle Heim 

Moderation: Nicole Gäumann 

Moderation: Fabrizio Bätscher
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Venue
The conference will take place at the University of Bern, at the Uni Mittelstrasse, room 124.   
Address: Mittelstrasse 43, 3012 Bern.

Sunday, 23rd of October 2022

09:00–10:00 Marco Iamoni (Udine), Michel al-Maqdissi (Paris), Ekin Kozal (Çanakkale)
Ceramics and Comparative Stratigraphy: West and South

10:00–11:00 Peter Pfälzner (Tübingen), Glenn Schwartz (Baltimore)
Ceramics and Comparative Stratigraphy: Center and East

11:00–11:30 Coffee Break
11:30–13:00 Plenum

General Discussion
13:00–14:00 Lunch (La Vita, Neubrückstrasse 70, 3012 Bern)

Broadcast
The conference will be broadcast on zoom.

Abstracts
All abstracts are available here.

Moderation: Sophia Marxer 

Moderation: Susanne Rutishauser



The Organizing Committee
Mirko Novák (Bern) and Diana Stein (London)

Supported by
Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences (SAGW), Swiss Society for Ancient Near Eastern 
Studies (SGOA), Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), Center for Global Studies, University of 
Bern (CGS), British Institute for the Study of Iraq, London (BISI)

Contact
Mirko Novák (novak@iaw.unibe.ch)
Diana Stein (d.stein@bbk.ac.uk)

About the conferece
Of all the great empires of the Ancient Near East, the Mittani Empire is the most enigmatic one: for 
almost two centuries it was one of the leading great powers, rivalling the New Kingdom of Egypt, Bab-
ylonia, and the Hittite Empire for supremacy. Culturally, it exerted an influence on the Hittite Empire 
that should not be underestimated, serving as a transmitter of Mesopotamian culture to Anatolia. 
In its heyday, the empire stretched from the Mediterranean to the Zagros, thus encompassing parts 
of the modern states of Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and Iran. Considering that, it is even more as-
tonishing that very little is still known about the Mittani Empire. Neither is its list of kings complete 
and reconstructible without uncertainties, nor are the residences and great temples of their capitals 
known. Larger archives from the core area are missing, as are monumental products of a courtly art. 
In part, this may be due to the fact that so far, the major capitals of the empire have been insufficiently 
archaeologically investigated. However, it cannot be ruled out that other reasons are responsible for 
the apparent lack of monumental art. 

Our knowledge of Mittani history and culture has long been based almost exclusively on the rich 
results of excavations in two peripheral cities of the empire: Alalaḫ in the west and Nuzi in the east. 
It was only in the years before the outbreak of the Syrian civil war that research began in the centres 
of the empire located in the Ḫābūr region. Unfortunately, these were abruptly interrupted, and a re-
sumption seems unlikely in the long term. Nevertheless, the results, some of which have not yet been 
published, give us cause to re-evaluate the history, structure, and culture of the Mittani Empire, taking 
into consideration not only the material from the Mittanian heartland but also from its periphery to 
the north and east, which is now available due to recent excavations. 

To reach the goal, a 2-day symposium in Bern on the subject of Mittani: an Enigmatic Empire (21st-
23rd October 2022) is planned with a view to publishing the papers as a monograph in Orbis Biblicus 
et Orientalis (OBO). 

The symposium is intended to provide a small group of invited speakers with the opportunity to 
meet face to face and discuss a variety of relevant themes, some of which could be updated, others 
of which still lack consensus, and a few of which have yet to be considered in relation to the politi-
cal entity that is Mittani. We have scheduled fourteen presentations each consisting of a 30-minute 
synthesis of research followed by a 15-minute discussion. The aim of the symposium and resulting 
publication is to provide a Handbook that surveys the scattered material (textual, archaeological, art 
historical, palaeobotanical etc.) on the Mittanian and early Middle Assyrian period, re-examines the 
evidence considering new discoveries, and presents the pros and cons on issues that remain open 
to debate. The volume is aimed at students and academics interested in the formation of one of the 
first tentative empires and international alliances that reshaped the Mediterranean and Near Eastern 
world during the Late Bronze Age.


