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Dr. Angelos Zarkadas, Ephorie Athen
The Kanephoroi of the Panathenaic Procession:
Aspects of Ritual and Myth in Ancient Athens

In classical Greece, the Kanephoros led sacrificial pro-
cessions carrying on the head the Kanoun, a ritual basket
containing the necessary sacrificial implements.

Undoubtedly, the most important Kanephoroi were those who
participated in the Panathenaic festival. They are depicted on the
east friese of the Parthenon, dressed in a characteristic garment.

A new representation on an Attic red-figure hydria found on The-
ra confirms the role of the King’s Erechtheus daughter, Oreithyia,
as Kanephoros to the procession, named so far only by writ-
ten sources, connecting thus myth and ritual of ancient Athens.




